
Social Darwinism/Nationalism and Africa 
 

1.​ Social Darwinism 
a.​ “survival of the fittest” 

i.​ Think of Carnegie/Morgan/Rockefeller 
b.​ Immigration issues lead to backlash of theory 
c.​ Lead to Progressivism 

2.​ Nationalism 
a.​ Didn’t really exist before 18th century 

i.​ People focused smaller 
b.​ Major cause for World War I/II 

3.​ Scramble for Africa 
a.​ Nationalism and Social Darwinism  

i.​ “Export better culture” 
ii.​ Wealth through trade 
iii.​ Prestige 
iv.​ Survival of the fittest 

b.​ By 1900 most of Africa was divided between 7 countries 
i.​ Britain, France, Portugal, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Spain 

c.​ North Africa took more time 
i.​ Suzerainty by Ottoman Empire 

4.​ Naval Arms Race of Britain and Germany 
a.​ Germany was threat #1 for Britain 
b.​ Britain had best Navy in the world 

i.​ Used for protection and trade 
c.​ 1898 Germany started building and a race began 
d.​ 1906 focus was on a dreadnought ship​  

i.​ Heavy guns powered by steam turbines 
1.​ 1910 Germany gave up and focused on the army, but the 

relationship w/ Britain was destroyed. 
 
Dictionary Word to Add: New Title—World War I 
1. Suzerainty: the right of a country to partly control another country. 


